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This guideline applies to all members who drive or operate a motorized vehicle owned or used by the department. It was promulgated to establish minimum standards for members who are allowed to drive or operate a motorized vehicle and to establish minimum safety regulations for the operation of a motorized vehicle.

Driver Qualifications

All members of the department shall have a valid driver’s license. All members shall furnish proof of their possession of a valid license anytime that they are requested by a supervisor to do so. Supervisors shall check the driver’s license of each member under their command during the first shift in January and in July to determine that each member possesses a valid license. Members shall report any change in the status of their driver’s license to their supervisor. The supervisor shall forward this information to administration via the normal chain of command. Any member who has his/her license suspended shall notify his/her supervisor immediately and shall not be allowed to drive or operate a vehicle until his/her license has been restored. Failure to possess a valid driver’s license shall be grounds for suspension.

Driving Records
Driving records of all personnel who may operate fire department apparatus shall be checked on an annual basis. Violations shall be separated into two classes – “A” and “B”. Class “A” violations shall include:

1. DWI

2. Negligent Homicide arising out of the use of a motor vehicle

3. Operating during a period of suspension or revocation

4. Using a motor vehicle for the commission of a felony

5. Aggravated assault with a motor vehicle

6. Operating a motor vehicle without owner’s authority

7. Permitting an unlicensed person to drive

8. Reckless driving

9. Hit and run driving

Class “B” violations shall include all moving violations not listed as Type “A” violations.

Any individual who has any Class “A” violations within the past three years shall have their driving privileges suspended for a period of eighteen months, be required to attend an approved driver-improvement program, be re-certified to operate emergency vehicles, and may be subject to further disciplinary action, up to and including termination.

Any individual who has a combination of two (2) Class “B” moving violation convictions and/or chargeable accidents in a three (3) year period shall be issued a warning letter from the Fire Chief. 

Any individual who has a combination of three (3) moving violations and/or chargeable accidents in a three (3) year period shall have their driving privileges suspended for a period of ninety (90) days by the Fire Chief.

Any individual who has more than three (3) moving violations and/or chargeable accidents or any combination of more than three (3) of the formerly stated violations in a three (3) year period shall have their driving privileges suspended for a period of one year by the Fire Chief. In addition, the individual would be required to attend an approved driver-improvement program, be re-certified to operate emergency vehicles, and may be subject to further disciplinary action, up to and including termination.

No member shall be allowed to drive or operate a fire department vehicle unless he/she has successfully completed the department’s driver training program or is a student driver under the supervision of his/her Captain or a Training Officer.

General Guidelines

All vehicles shall be operated in a safe and prudent manner, and all drivers shall comply with all traffic laws and the applicable rules and regulations of the department. No driver shall move a vehicle until all persons in it are in an approved riding position and are properly secured.

Drivers responding to emergencies shall comply with the provisions of the Emergency Response Guideline.

A driver shall not back a vehicle unless his/her view is clear and unobstructed. Apparatus shall not be backed unless there is at least one spotter to the rear of the apparatus to assist in the operation. If sufficient personnel are not available, apparatus may be backed if it is deemed necessary.

Drivers shall be directly responsible for the safe and prudent operation of their vehicles in all situations. When a driver is under the direct supervision of an officer, the officer shall be responsible for the actions of the driver.

