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	I)
PURPOSE:
To assure the efficient and safe response of Stickney Fire Department vehicles and personnel to the scene of an emergency without endangering the lives of civilians or fire department personnel.

II)
SCOPE: 
This policy establishes minimum standards for emergency response operation. These policies shall apply equally to all fire department vehicles. This includes staff vehicles, ambulances and fire apparatus.  This policy is used in addition to the rules set forth in the vehicle operation policy.

III)
DEFINITION:
The Illinois Vehicle Code defines an authorized emergency vehicle as a vehicle which has both visual (flashing and rotating lights) and audible (siren) warning devices in operation when responding to an emergency call.  If both the siren and lights are not operating the vehicle is not an authorized emergency vehicle and not entitled to privileges contained in the statutes.

IV)
STATE LAW:

State Law in Illinois permits emergency vehicles to disregard certain rules regulating the flow and control of the traffic. However, each driver of an emergency vehicle must exercise caution and regard for the safety of all motorist, passengers, and pedestrians when operating an emergency vehicle.

V)
SAFETY:
Under no circumstances is any aspect of safety to be sacrificed in order to increase the speed of the response.  Seat belts shall be worn, no exceptions.  The driver will not move the vehicle until all riders have seatbelts properly fastened.
VI)
EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROCEDURES:
Drivers will use prudence when operating any fire department vehicle in an emergency response mode. Drivers who chose to disregard these procedures may be held liable for their actions. The company officer equally shares the responsibility for the safe emergency vehicle operation with the driver. 

A)
Emergency vehicle drivers:
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	1)
May exceed the posted speed limit by no more than 10 mph when using extreme caution and when the safety of all persons and property, both fire department and general public, is not endangered, when weather and time of day permit clear visibility, and when potential traffic problems may be avoided.

2)
Will reduce speed at intersections to negotiate a full stop before the intersection is entered.

3)
Will drive below the posted speed limit during foul or inclement weather.

4)
Will yield to any vehicle which has already entered an intersection to any degree.

5)
Will operate as an emergency vehicle when both the siren and lights are in operation.

6)
Will be aware of the response patterns of other nearby emergency responders who may be responding to the same or a different emergency call. When two emergency vehicles meet at an intersection the right-of-way is as follows:

a)
Vehicle arriving at the intersection first.

b)
Vehicle with right-of-way by traffic control device.

c)
Vehicle traveling through intersection without having to make any turns.

d)
Vehicle turning right before turning left.

7)
Will allow sufficient space between responding vehicles so as to allow for braking and stopping should it be required. Drivers of emergency vehicles should realizes that when more than one unit respond together that motorist may pull out into the path of the second, third, or fourth responding vehicle after yielding the right-of-way to the lead vehicle.

8)
Will reduce their speed when approaching a curve, hill, narrow or winding road, railroad crossing, or any known existing hazard such as a school zone, especially when visibility is impaired.  Never overtake/pass another responding vehicle

9)
Will remain driving to the right of the center lane of the roadway, except when passing. This also applies when there is a center median or parkway.

10)
When it is necessary to travel to the left of the center of the roadway drivers will exercise extreme caution and travel at a lower rate of speed.

11)
When passing or overtaking a motorist always do so to the motorist left side except when the motorist is stopped waiting to execute a left turn in the same direction of travel as the emergency vehicle or has pulled their vehicle to the extreme left and stopped. In this situation the driver of the emergency vehicle must exercise extreme caution.
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	13)
May proceed against traffic on a one-way street only when the emergency is in the section of that particular street and for no more than two blocks. 

a) Every effort should be made to travel no more than one block against the flow of traffic. 

b) This is not to be used as a means of taking a shorter route. 

c) Proceed with caution on a one way street as drivers do not anticipate oncoming traffic.

14)
Will not cross railroad tracks when the gates are down and/or warning signals are operating.

15)
Will stop for all school buses which are stopped with their red lights on and stop sign extended. No driver will pass a stopped school bus that has the red lights on and stop sign extended unless instructed to do so by the bus driver or a police officer.

16)
Will slow down well in advance of the emergency scene so as not to endanger personnel, civilians, or equipment. Upon arrival all apparatus will be parked or staged as per command.

VII)
REMINDER:
Under no circumstances is any aspect of safety to be sacrificed in order to increase the speed of the response.

VIII   EMERGENCY VEHICLE PRE-EMPTION SYSTEM (EVPS or OPTICOM)   
                1)  The EVPS is installed at all intersections in the Village and on all SFD vehicles.  When emergency                           lights are on and the vehicle is in drive the emitters are operational.

                2)  Be aware that other agencies use EVPS and may meet you at an intersection.  Do not rely solely on the                      EVPS for the right-of-way.  When an intersection is captured the light will turn green and the                                    indicator light will flash.  You must still verify that you have the right-of-way and be prepared to stop.                      If the light remains red and the indicator stays solid another vehicle has captured the intersection.  Be                       alert for police and Chicago units that may not use or be aware of EVPS operation.

                3)  Remember that you must be in control of the vehicle and must be able to stop at all times. Visually verify that you have the right-of-way before proceeding through any intersection.



	


