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Policy 8.A.451 – Driving Policy 

All drivers and operators of fire department vehicles shall drive in a deliberate and responsible manner and shall adhere to the principle of the Basic Speed Law with due regard for the safety of all persons and property. Drivers should pay constant attention to atmospheric influences on visibility, vehicle stability and control, road conditions and hazards as well as traffic volume and congestion when determining vehicle speed.

8.A.451.01
GENERAL GUIDELINES
Drivers of fire department vehicles bear the ultimate responsibility for the proper operation of a department vehicle. Each driver shall drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway. Each driver must follow the California Vehicle Code when operating a department vehicle except as authorized when driving Code 3.
All individuals are required to wear seat belts and/or shoulder harnesses at all times when driving or riding in fire department vehicles. Drivers are responsible for the proper seating and fastening of the passengers prior to moving the vehicle. 

8.A.451.02
BASIC SPEED LAW

Section 22350 of the California Vehicle Code states: “No person shall drive a vehicle upon a highway at a speed greater than is reasonable or prudent having due regard for weather, visibility, the traffic on, and the surface and width of, the highway, and in no event at a speed which endangers the safety of persons or property.”
8.A.451.03
AUTHORIZATION TO OPERATE CODE 3

Section 21055 of the California Vehicle Code exempts the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from specific sections of the vehicle code (see 8.A.451.09) while responding to or operating at the scene of an emergency call provided the driver sounds a siren as may be reasonably necessary and the vehicle displays a lighted red lamp visible from the front as a warning to other drivers and pedestrians. However, Section 21056 goes on to state that Section 21055 does not relieve the driver of a vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway, nor protect him from the consequences of an arbitrary exercise of the privileges granted in that section.

8.A.451.04
CODE 3 DEFINITION
Department policy defines Code 3 driving as the operation of an authorized emergency vehicle in response to an emergency call or while actively engaged in an emergency call, but not returning from an emergency call, when such emergency requires an expeditious response. Only those personnel who are properly trained and licensed and whose duties necessitate driving Code 3 may do so.
8.A.451.05
CODE 3 DRIVER RESPONSIBILITY

Drivers of fire department emergency vehicles bear the ultimate responsibility for the proper operation of a department vehicle. Each driver shall drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.
A. Road position: When responding Code 3, the fire department emergency vehicle should normally be driven with the flow of traffic in the lane of traffic closest to the center of the roadway.
B. Maximum speed: When responding Code 3, fire department vehicles may, based on the principle of the Basic Speed Law, exceed the speed limit by up to 10 miles per hour.

C. Use of warning devices: The use of warning lights, sirens and/or other traffic warning devices does not automatically give the right-of-way to the emergency unit. These devices simply request the right-of-way from other drivers based upon their awareness of the emergency units. When responding Code 3, the driver shall use installed warning devices as directed in this policy. This includes:
· Activation of all installed warning lights.
· Continuous sounding of a siren, as may be reasonably necessary, in the “wail” or “yelp” mode. The “hi-lo” should not to be used. Drivers may limit the use of the siren when responding through residential areas during normal sleeping hours.
· Intermittent use of an air horn, may supplement, but not act in lieu of the siren.
D. Driving through Intersections: When approaching an intersection, the driver should reduce the speed of an emergency vehicle so as to allow the vehicle to be brought to a complete stop, if necessary, based on the position and actions of cross and opposing vehicle and pedestrian traffic.  Prior to movement through the intersection, the driver of the emergency vehicle should visually account for the vehicles in each of the lanes of the cross and opposing traffic. A driver shall not respond through an intersection without first visually confirming it is safe to do so. The driver should not rely on the presence of a green traffic light or the use of a traffic pre-emption device (Opticom) as a signal that it is safe to proceed through an intersection.

E. Passing other responding emergency vehicles: A driver may pass other responding emergency vehicles only when radio contact is made and the action is coordinated.
F. Travel against on-coming traffic: Fire department vehicles traveling Code 3 should avoid traveling against on-coming traffic. If there is no reasonable way to proceed with the traffic flow, travel against on-coming traffic is acceptable with a direct visual accounting of the opposing traffic by the driver and at a reduced speed.
G. Passing on the right: Drivers of fire department emergency vehicles responding Code 3 should give vehicular traffic an opportunity to yield to the right-of-way request and move to the right of the roadway.  If a vehicle slows in the path of the emergency vehicle during an emergency response, passing on the right is acceptable when it has been reasonably established that the civilian traffic will not properly yield to a right-of-way request and it is safe to do so.
H. Response on freeways: The use of a freeway may be necessary during an emergency response. Drivers should adhere to the following when traveling on the freeways:

· When using the freeway strictly for access to a destination and the traffic is moving well, travel without lights and siren.

· When responding to an incident on the freeway, or, when traffic has slowed, use the red warning light ensemble and the siren at a reduced speed to safely navigate the traffic congestion.
I. Response on the beach: When responding Code 3 on the sand, drivers should activate the red warning light ensemble and the siren, as may be reasonably necessary.  The maximum speed of a fire department vehicle on the sand is 25 miles per hour.
8.A.451.06
RIGHT FRONT SEAT PASSENGER

Fire department personnel riding in the right front seat when responding Code 3 should provide visual support to the driver and report any hazards.
8.A.451.07
CIVILIAN PASSENGERS

Civilian passengers may ride in a fire department vehicle subject to the provisions of Policy 5.C.110 – Field Observation and Internship Programs.  A single family member may ride in the right front seat of a fire department ambulance when traveling Code 3 for the purposes of patient care.
8.A.451.08
OFFICER/DRIVER DISCRETION

An officer may modify the response code at any time, if in her/his best judgment a Code 3 response might unduly jeopardize the safety of all persons and property.  In the absence of an officer, the driver may exercise the same discretion and modify the response.
8.A.451.09
EXCERPTS FROM THE CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE

Exemption of Authorized Emergency Vehicles

21055.   The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle is exempt from Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 21350), Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 21650), Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 21800), Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 21950), Chapter 6 (commencing with 22100), Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 22348), Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 22450), Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 22500), and Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 22650) of this division, and Article 3 (commencing with Section 38305) and Article 4 (commencing with Section 38312) of Chapter 5 of Division 16.5, under all of the following conditions:

(a) If the vehicle is being driven in response to an emergency call or while engaged in rescue operations or is being used in the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law or is responding to, but not returning from, a fire alarm, except that fire department vehicles are exempt whether directly responding to an emergency call or operated from one place to another as rendered desirable or necessary by reason of an emergency call and operated to the scene of the emergency or operated from one fire station to another or to some other location by reason of the emergency call.

(b) If the driver of the vehicle sounds a siren as may be reasonably necessary and the vehicle displays a lighted red lamp visible from the front as a warning to other drivers and pedestrians.

A siren shall not be sounded by an authorized emergency vehicle except when required under this section.

Effect of Exemption

21056.   Section 21055 does not relieve the driver of a vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway, nor protect him from the consequences of an arbitrary exercise of the privileges granted in that section.
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